
It Seems Only a Step from Tahiti to Paris by the Absinthe Route
At Cercle Colonial Every Afternoon Minds of

"Exiles" Float on Green FluicKBack
to Boulevards.

i: u-ain R- Freeman.
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PICNIC OF WHITES AND NATIVES IN THE WOODS.

puhllo are flapping and flowtng lade] B-
dently.

. 'ertain of the beet pai'l Tahitian ofl'x ials
ile home t" Pranca everj other rear

or sa. by Buea 01 America, othera aend in-
ttenl meaaagea to ioved onea by the

il when all la aald and d ne

b of i om-
munlcation between the laland and aParia is

the abalnthe route
Td a iiw these poor devlla their noctur-

nal trii>.- fr..m liell to homa-.' " Bald a llrit-
ish friend of mine in Papoeta "if 11 ua.-nt

facl that th-*y alwayi eall with

trip tickel of any old
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HIS DULLED BRAIN CONJURES UP ENTRANCING
IN "GAY PAREE."

VISIONS OF LIFE

in the r>ale of the d.iwn laum-hi-s off tm thfl
for a hi. i. ti" round trip tlcketa aa

be foieted on hlm. The aulclde rat.- in

N'oumea is hlfher even than here, and. I
am toid. Balgoa, Marttohiue Bad Ouada-
loupe are worflfl still."
"Foob aad eowarda," >'°u aays but

fore Judgblg 1. ' us watch them fer B
whlle . mbarktng ar.d la traaatt, "on the
abainthfl route."

For;r O'dOCh cf a January afternoon ln

Papeeta aad tbe uaually ateady str»*am

of tbe trad" wind. ClOgged and obetTUCted
Mtl Of hiimld air which

rottfld ;n atnee mornlng from tiie
mbroken to thfl

, iator, to flow. The idarins
corai -"-.i- throw back the n«ht Uke
riven ten tta; ti,.- dlstended Mea-

nf hau and hlbtecua fall lik.- plum-

¦aeta through the pnddly air. to break and
Beatter llke Blaaa rm strtkiti- the ground.
Breiything of thr- earth glowa, everythlng
of tiie air gaaps, in the swimming waves

of the CllnglBa heat.
Thr- Bhaded walls of the rvrcle Colonial

holal still b modlCUflTa of last nfght'a cool-
n.-ss. and the cloee-drawn preen hllnds of I

tbe lounging n.nm cheek the full onrush
of ti.e calid Bood from without. The man

wlth the goM lac on his ripped opea
collar. Btttlaa in tha corner toward the
silent hilliard room, Is an olficer from the
barra-k. h.- wlth the tanned fare and the
imperial in the oppoeite corner is the
comman.Ier a.f tahe gUBboat in the harbor;
the youth with tbe open bouffd moua*l

and thr- eyea «af a ron(- at the table
by tii». palm ii tbe dlagraeed son of a rich
Marseilles merchant, whose allowancp ls

payable only In Papeete. rndoubtediy
they all know eaa-h other, hut by mutual
eonaent hava. pul the largeet possible ln-
terval between themsehes. Nonr* drink'
for boi lal llirv on a day like this, and on

tha abelnthe route it is each man for him-
a if. anyway.
Thr- «-''.vernnient O-RCOO a' ross thp !.ufir-

have Just brought their short day of per-
fUnctory \-.ork to ;i doee, and oucfa of the
r.ftiaiais as hava- memberatttp In the r*>r .«

f'oii.i ia! cocoe hurryina.the tirst unlistleaa
Btovemenl thev have made rince morning.

up th*- Moaeom-atream walk They f-Ur
tiirougfa the green spring d. ors like thieves
in j.¦¦.,¦ -hut out the furnaee-
Kke blas' whlcb pursues tlr*m into the
tepM interior, and low growla of disap-
proTal greei the nian who is so thouahtlaoa
as t" eater leiaurely, Eaeb goea ai.me to
b table, and when there are no unocr-upieai

:;. Areomer tkaga his chatr
to ¦.¦ Wtadow ledate or up to the enclrclln--;
wall ahelf al _.. top of the walnacotlag.
The ______ work noiselassly and exps-

dltloualy. Tbere ar.- ao ordera to take.
Ba* i>. man la aoted y tahe watchful aarcen
as he BUtera, and to him is lnstantly

There's a Dire Awakening from Their Blissful
Dreams, However, and Suicide Is

a Common Result
brought a large glass of cracked lee and
a grfen bottle. After that, except for oc-

caslonal replenishlngs of the lee, he needa
no attentlon.
Before long a change comes over the

splrlt of the place, a revivilication Uke
that which comes to a field of drouth-
parebed Wfld flowers at thfl BM touch of
the long-awatted IB-BB-Opa Watch it
workimr ln that yellow-sklnned youth by
the darken-d wlndow. Plainly a "trans-

fer" from the prison colony at Noumea.
ba aith the dregs of the pernirlous New
Caledi nlaa fever still rlogging hls hlood.
By thi Ink on hls foreflnger you put hlm
idown as in some kind of a departmental
blllet. He sllpped through th.- door hut a

moment airo, and UM garcon had his

glBOl of \,-r and bottl" read. on th.' win-
(iow ledgi ataaaat betore h.* wan se.ted.
He apflled the absinthe OVer th.' slrl.-s i.f

hls glass in hls .-ag-rn.-ss to fill it. and ln

¦ptte of the .ra.k.r! lei it must have b*>cn

still far from thi deteCtabte frappA of the

connois.flieur when he gulped it down. A
second pourlng of the warm liqueur took
up the rttnatntag lee and he called for

more.
Hut now note hlm as he waits for his

xfktat to be leplenlfltifd Ho< a spirit hand
passed acrose his brow and smoothed out

those lines of wearriess and lll-health?
Perhaps not. but the". are gone neverthe-
|«BS, and a tinge of eolor is creeptng lnto
th<> sallow cheeks. N'ow he gathers hls
relaxed nviscl^s ani pulls his alender
frame totrether. Tiu thin shoulders are

thrown haek, the Bunken chest expanded
and wlth open mouth and distended nos-

trlls. like a man who comes from a hot,
stuffy hall lnto the fresh air of the open
streer, he takes several deep, qulck
breaths.
You, who know the futulity of drlnklng

anything alcoholl? or narcotlc ln keeplng
rool and have only alpped your glass of
lime Julre and soda, can swear that the
air of the place, far from growMg fresher,
is getting closer and botter every moment.
But don't waste your time trylng to con-

vln^e the young man by the wtndow. It's
rooler alr to him.yes, and to every one else
ln the room but yourself. wlth your foolish
lime Juleo and soda. See them alttlug up
and lnhallng lt all around you.
Vou have seen the stolid Britisher thaw

out and wax frler.dly and soeiable after his
flrst hrandy and soda or two, and perhaps
you expect somethlng of the kind ls golng
to happen h*re. But no, the hrandy and
BOda and the ahslnthe routes start from th.a
same place, but thelr dlrectlons are dlamet-
rlcally oppospffl. The hrandy and soda ad-

¦ expands cxternally, the ahslnthe
ilrinker -»xpands internally; the one drlnk
strlkes out, the other strlkes !n. The Brlt-
Isher cannot forget hlmself untll he has had
a rouple of hrandy and sodas; wtth two

glaaflflfl of abslnthe the Fren-^hman only
i.Hcrlns to realize hlm*.-l!'. Don't look for
any flow of splrits around then; these ex-

iles are only going the abslnthe route; they
ar<» off for home.
Turn your attentlon aeain to the youth

by the darkened WtndOW. A fresh glaflfl
of lee ls before him and he la pourlng

Reading Clerks of Congress Must Be Trumpet Voiced Athletes
Many Vigorous Democratic Aspirants Are Already Train-

ing for the Post, and E. J. Lampson and D. E.

Alward, the RepubUcan Incumbents, Are Drill-

ing Them in the Technique of the Job.
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It is from the reading Clerk*! hands that

the ea

lerka, and latei to theI.ht Pi
dent as oompleted lawa Tbere ta no

up. n tb clerk; he must
aot only perform hta reading dutlea hut

must i. .¦ nfal Inglj ln tb taglalfltlow b
evei mendment, every thing

that is Btrlekeo out aad avery chaage that
may be made in the bill.

K j Laaapeon aad Feanta B. Ahrard
I prealded Jolatly over tbe reading
clerk'a deeh for fourteen yeara. Mr. Lnmp-
aon came then when Um RepubUcan H
was r. ira ago, and Hl
Ahrard Joined hlm two yean later, after
twe "r th.-.-. andldatea had beea tried out

oa arlth Mi Lampeoa an
t< tnt tb ¦!. numdfl of the oaho*

Ia their joint Bervtoo tbeee two men, th"
one' from l 0 Lat alatura aud thi
otber from tba Mli bli itnro, bave

bed ¦ remerkabti reeord. Through
Bllbuab ra InnunH rable tb re atralm d
tbelr leatbei luag and bepl tbe Houae me

.. in motlon Both hai nevi
ui at t: a aame tim oi dtaabled for tbi

ii worh at tbe deek Ia hia fourteen
...¦,-.! nf arorh Mr. Alward '¦ ut oort

v when th.- Houm was i.

sion. and -aevev more thaa thirty ntfnutee
eera] from th« reading deah al any tlma
"The roll'all is tbe hard»st work of thfl

ig .i.-ri.. wbea n ooaaee wltb regular-
Mr Alward "it ta like tba

tetrhka ot 9 blackaaattb, hour after hour.
with a atagla ><t of muadea "

Tba 11 'hat deUbfltate atteeapl to
4elay i. glal .ti..!. Ii alwai pn* **

ai large, but it Ifl torture to
the men wbo hav.- to eai! the roll and
carry out tbfl BllbUflflflltng i-Uns devPJfld
by tbe part-. laartora la the ftllb-uetei tad
by John Sharp \\liliain_ two years P*J9, tt*

reading clerks ealled the roll more time?
m six days than they had ln the provlooa
two years.
The roll ls ealled through twice. to Rive

absent ona.- a chance to andBMK and I
the nami? of membera who Have come i.
later an- agabl ealled. To a-

made the <ierk repeats tbe answer for the
tailv elerk, who sits beside him. It g< es

llke this:
.Mr. Adair "

MAyc "

"Aye; Mr. Adarr.son."
"A*.

"Aye; Mr. Alken."
And sn on through the list. Tn eall the

'roll takes about twenty-two mtnutea undert
ordlnary clreumetanoee. it may tak.* thirty

irty-flve mlnutea in a flllbuater, as

soon as it is ovei. the Bllbueterlna luadera
:.av. th machlnery all aet tea another, and

na elerh boob at it a*ain with
lackamlth roiee, whlch itowi daily

huekter, as the flllbuater leagtheBa out.
To save their throats ln theae trylng

tlmea Alward and i_mpson hava- reeorted
to aome beroli During the last
Williams flllbuater, the two nn n to-.k turns
sitting in the batbroom ln the baeement of
the Capitol, with steamin- boi clotha
wrapped around their throats t" kei
Inflammatlon da
Aa BOOO ine Of them had couiplefi»d

a short period raf work tbe other would
ra .- .* i.irn, end the relleved man would
burry down to tiie batbroom to 1 thed
lr. bandaf attendant, and pre¬
pared for hla .. Bhon time later.
in t\ b way the t reading elerka man-

through the flllbuater m

good abapa and arlth practlcaHy no aaelat*
an- e
"My votce ha beea ao oompletely used

up at tlmea Mr Alward, "that I
opened mj mouth and beea unal le te
word T II BPlrlt and ti.e strength

bul .. ehorda I used were

completeh fr.T
In one Bllbuster the clerks Im ame so

worn out thal waa mado
m». Mg rol ed maa around the Cap-

Itol who eould undertatke the work At
the Benate end wea a .iant Capitol police-
ntan who had been an auctlOBOOr and
wheae volce waa belleved t,. ba atroas
enough for nt le.-i :a day's work

}Ie was brought lato the HBUBa nnd
thrust Into thf work of calling the roll.
The names were strans. to him. BBd the
aerfi'sion of the Hooae forced him to an
unusual strain ln i rr|.-r tr. carry out tho
wr.rk. T'nable to savo either hls voir-.- or

his strenpth, he BtrataMd his whola- .>. Ing
so much that thr-- WOTh ended ln tngody.
Tha- strain brouglit on an attaek of apo.
plexy. ar.d hls death not long afterward
was believed to ba traeeable to the unusual
efTorts.
Both of the present clerks had long e\-

perier.ee ln leglslahv.* work ba>fr re coming
t, Washlncrton. and the majority of the i-an-

alldates who hava- BpPBBPBd in the n*»w con.

t,¦ st bave also had avperlOBoe of this char-
acter
Mr Lampeon, who ii a natlvo of Ashta.

buia Oouaty, <"»hia.. and a graduati of the
UaBtvenMy of MlehlgaB, bad been Bpeaker
,,f the Ohlo H.ni.-.. m i-a.s and 1*-'. and was
a, ared elected Ueutenanl Qovernor when
j. b. P*oraker i".«t his thh*d>terai flght for
Qovernor; wae nominated for the Btata Bea.
nt« nvf r Jam»-s R f ;;i rti.-i'l end BOTVed both
i Benator aad a*i prertdinl pro t.-m. or
tbat body. BM earaai as Ueuteoant Oov.
frnor waa brle for tba Hght o\»-r tbe pia.-e
nsulted ln hls l>elng unseated.

Mr Alward, a aattva ol Nllea, Mir-h..
fa.r Bevaeal raara aa a.- ¦-.

,.t.,r\ and later .sr- r-tarv nt th.- MMtfgaa
ganita and haa takea aa aetlve pan in
eampalga work Both men hnv«. baaa a -v
riidat.r- f"* Congreaa, bui baaa axperteaeal
tbe Mttarnem "f defea! Both a.f tbem baaa
a|H.« tamed tha-ir ulillitles to tha- \\__g, ,,f th..
j',.|,ubiia ai pai * unped tha ..un¬

try in poiiti'-ai oampalgaa and bave baaa
aiitu iai readera la tbi aattona] ooaaeattoan
it is tbe beaat of the two men aoa .ini-

pletlnB thi-lr BBrvteOB that tba HoBOO ha_
nc-ver baaa deMyod betause of them. and

E. J. LAMPSON.
Reading cl-rk of the House f..r six^en years.

that they have never made a mlstake Jn

j the handllng of a blll.
. "A reading c>rk must have more than
a strong. clear voice, wlth perfect enun-

ciation and good staylng qualtties," sald
Mr. Lampeon, tbfl otber day. MHe mijt

have a technical knowledge of grammar
and pun'ctuation. and of parliamentary
praetlee. He must have the abllity to re-

member fflOfll and connect them with

Inamea so that he can recognize the mem-

ara 'he instant he sees them on the floor.
"The readhlg clerk must know the par¬

liamentary situation at every Instant and
be read} tO prompt the chair or the House.
Hl must keep absolute reeord of every

amendment, what becomes of it; what

changee are made ln the MU, and how tho
imeasure stands at the instant it Is approved.
Few v..i'-e.r poaaeil the staytng qualities
for th" joh, and the owners of many good

do not pOBfleflfl tne other qualttlca-
.:

il 'he new eandidates who have ap-
for the place two havo already bad

trlalfl befi the rr.embership of the Houee-
;.of Bba, A!a., ar.d P. J

.'.'al'.l-aaj.. <*t Washinnton. have waded Into
'.h. roUcalk ar.d learr.ed many things
about the job, as well as exhlbltng thelr
oflxri Qualll atlona to the House.

W T.Tfl HARDER.
¦

SURELY A LINGUIST.
"Whfflkey ls a great talker."
"Yeas.why""
"It's familiar with so many tomrues ".

Toledo Blade.

DENNIS E. ALWARD.
Beafllng clerk of the House for fourteen year»

hlmself another drlnk. Ah! there la your
real abslnthe artist now. See wlth how
steady a hand he pours that unvarylng
tbtned of a trlckle; not faster than that
must It go. not slower 8ee hlm turn the
glass to the light to mark the progre»s of
tbfl green staln in the white hody of the
Oraahfld ice. As it touches the bottom
tbfl pourlng stops, the glass is twtrled
once or tWtOfl and then llfted to the llps
and drained. Jeel as much water an a

tbread-ataed trlckle of warm abslnthe
will melt fr. m tae |ei in flndlng Its way
to the bottom of the glass and haek to
th" rim. offer it to h:m any other way.
after those tirst mad gulps, and he would
probabl) r.-f'.se to touch lt. Thus abslnthe
.1 la (V-r.li CUonla] <i«- Papeete.
At ." :;.i. or tbereabouta, an army offlcer

bwkfl at lus wateh, atratcbei hlmself.
pour< a Jinal baaty glass and plcks hlfl
hastv way t-> tne door and out into the
still attttng air Two offlcers of the gun-
boat foilow suit, and from then on untll 7
O'Cloeb dirme-rt.me, by oecastonal twoa
and thre.«. hut for the most part slngly, a
half, perhaps, of the stran_e company.

call of family. mllltary or i«ocl&l
dut es.takes Its departure. The re-sidue.
'inmarrted ofTlrers, departmental offlclala
and a few un< lassifled.is made up of thn
regular voyageurs fthe commuters, w«

might call them). You wlll flnd them atllk
tn their places when you look ln agaln
after dinner.
As you saunter down to the hotel ln the

gatherlng twilight, you note that the hot,
humld air body of the afternoon la cut
here and there wlth etrata of coolneae
whlch, descendlng from above, are creat-
ing numerous erratlc little whlrlwlnda
that dodge hlther and thlther at erery
turn. In the west hangs the remalna of
an ugly sulphur-and-copper aunset, ln the
north ls an unbroken llne of ollvfl-and-
coahlust clouds, and, even ln your lnex-
perlence, you hardly need to note the 21.70
reading on the hotel "lanal" barometer to
tell you that there la golng to be wind be¬
fore midnight.
Nine o'clock at the Cercle Colonial. Thfl

bllnds have been opened during your ab-
sence and closed agaln. this tlme to keep
out tho seurrylng vanguarda of the rlstng
wind. The air is cooler now, and you give
the waiter a reeipe for an American gln
flzz, te g-^t somethlng which retuaoa to
flzz and la hullt, apparently. on a baae of
bay rum. You sotace yourself wlth the
thought that you dldn't come for a drlnk,
anyway, and turn your attentlon to your
trleada of the afternoon, the voyageurs.
Most of them seem to have "arrlved" by
now, and lf they nre aware at all of the
relief of the cooling atmosphere lt ls only
to tell themseiv. s that it Is good to breathe
again the air of la belle France after
those accurse.l tropics. Each slts solltmry,
as when you went away two hours ago,
but where they were then separated hy a

few scant yards at the most. now they aro
scattered from Paris to the Rlvlera.
But lt is plain that lt is Paris with the

most of them. The youtb with the yallaw
skin ls still sittin^* by the window. but hls
lyea are now f'xed admlrlngly on a eetorad
Utbograpb of a ballet daaoar in Its gllt
frame on the wail. Mayhe be 1- "doing"
the Louvre, you think. Oh, no. I> o'x at
hls eyes. That picture ls flesh and blood
for hlm. She's the headltner at Rizzl's.
and she's coming lown t" dnnk Wltb him
as ptMM as the groerd itopi tbom ....< weed
Mtcorefl and l.Ts h< r leave Um -tag.-
The dapp.-r fellow with tbe '*opthmH tmmt*

taches and the lieit-nantV- wbo
aita ae atralght ln bl chalr, wbere ta bet
The Champe Elyeeea wlthoul a doubt
Rtdlng* No. walklng. Dnai yoa ma thfl
awagger of hi- thouldera and that tarlteb*
ing movement of the ftngaaa ta tbe twtrltag
of his can.-. Vou saw hlm stiffeu up and
twirl hlfl mUfltacbflfl Bfl he looked your way
Juflt now. N'o, h" <d:dn't care a rap about
Impressing the Yankee visitor to Tahtti;
you were a carria.:. ¦ motOf '-ar, with
the latest concert hall tBVOftfc ln lt, pull.-d
up Bgalaat the curb.
That tall civilian there, wlth the gray

hair at thfl temples and the hlgh BTOd
hut di-=slpated looking face.you reeogBll
him OOW as enl cf tbe hlghe^t ofll lals on
the island, who, they told yo el thfl hotel,

U TahM n .ment
for hta pe ilaUoa whlle occupylng an Im-
portaet (.'. home.ls at Maxlm's.
That cha!r actor?? the top of which he la
t;az::ig to Ir.tently is not as empty to hlm

to you. and.tnere.didn't you
ree hls lipa move? You wonder who ahe
ia and what h» Is telllng her.
That other clviban with the elear cut

prorlle and the concentrated gaze of the
prodeealonal man and thlnker.ah, he la the
leani'-'i Partfltaa doctor from whom the
medical world has awalted for two years
the announcement of the discovery of a
cure for the dieaded elephar.tiasls. He nad
his goal and deathless renown in slght
months ago. you have be-^p told, when he
began "eeetag green," and has slnce.
through ti.e demorallzation of hls special
hospltal, lost most of the ground he had
galned. That BMHt be a cllnlc for whlch
he is drawtag those Intricate dlagrams on
the green balze wlth his cigarette holder.
Rut what of that portly old gentleman

wlth the bfllMTOMat face and the beamlng
Yo i tblab he's with the others ln

th" OB-dfl chantant or on the boulevard*.
Look again. See that tender smlle. He
hafl av bai bad-^ vM-e -aad ebUtraa ami
he s Wltb them now. A look like that for
a concert hall girl" No, mdeed: He ls ln
the bot-om of his family.
But list.n to the noiae outsHe' The storm

ia swe.-ping tn from the sea and the outer
leef ta roartag like an avalan.-he. Rut why
no riga Of excltement from the allent
greaaaeraf ls lt be.au_e they are tell'.ng
tbamaelvea that it is only th.- raar of the
traabo oa tbe parlalaa paveaaentel i.isten
to thaa b IM aad Um frantic
ehoru* ' above tbfl
thresh.ing of tbfl tieflfl and the gnn 1 of tiie
surf: Only a flre in the Quartier Latin.
they tell wlth thelr
dreama

¦.¦:'. have got
their rangea aad tb ta n>-

B M| !:. l.Ut tTUI-feg
iui>. iaa

Air thla \- With e
tbe l a robea paba l*

a ka loa aud tbfl
end battta ... fa ad > ou-tb

acaaab I Tbat wiii
:'. t h I 1'ouf' He

:' .' V
v. tore. He tbe araltei t.> brtag
more an tuma again hia
;u..-- ayea to hla picture Mdy, wh»r. -

¦till plrouettea tbreugb aanther buerminabie
m nre

B ' h-irk aitaln' Th.-r.- 1- o new tumult
outalde: thla thaa ¦ thtiV. wbtatkag and the
tramp <>f (Bet BB tbfl v.-r.in.l.i. followed by
¦ baagbag Bt tbfl toev A moment more
and a c.iptain tt gen<larm» - flgpeaffl and

s imethlng ln efcdted, geetlculatlvu
I I ui t<> atch It aud a«k t.

walter Half a iflBOB BCheeaOffl BN ;ioun«t-
lag to pMeflfl <>n tbfl flflg waM and the gen-
daraaevtfl ta taaaveeatag ..n Um bmu tt can

iay bandfl on for !>¦- .¦¦ v. oi k the "law
of tbfl beach" through all the South Fa-
ette
The awak. ning is not always ao vlolent

as tbta, bul there is ao auc«< thing as a

peaoeCul dlflemharkBtloa at tbe end of tha
return trip by the BbBBBtbfl route, wboevvr
(lUts Up tht.- Kn.«jw.__


